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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement filed 29 January 2004 fails to comply with 
37 CFR 1 .98(a)(2), which requires a legible copy of each cited foreign patent document; 
each non-patent literature publication or that portion which caused it to be listed; and all 
other information or that portion which caused it to be listed. It has been placed in the 
application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered. There is 
no copy for 297 08 218 from Germany. 

The information disclosure statement filed 29 January 2004 fails to comply with 
37 CFR 1 .98(a)(3) because it does not include a concise explanation of the relevance, 
as it is presently understood by the individual designated in 37 CFR 1 .56(c) most 
knowledgeable about the content of the information, of each patent listed that is not in 
the English language. It has been placed in the application file, but the information 
referred to therein has not been considered. No English abstract was received for 
references AJ, AL, AM, AN, AO, AQ, AR and AT and these references have not been 
considered. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1, 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding Claims 1 and 4, in the claims, Applicant claims a connecting element 
16 (Claim 1) and a separate element, spigot 18 (Claim 4). However, according to 
Applicant's drawings and specification, spigot 18 is a part of the connecting element 16 
(see Figures 1 and 2). Clarification is requested. 

Claim 3 recites the limitation "the surface" in lines 2 and 3. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 1-5, 7-20, 22 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ell (US Patent 5,316,512). 

Claim 1,2,3,16,17,18: Ell'51 2 discloses a device that contains a first part (1 1 ) 
and a second part (10) that are touching (see Figure 2) that is connected together by a 
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connecting device (12) (column 1, lines 65-66). The instrument also contains a cover 
element (32) that is connected to the first part and is disposed on the second part in 
order to stop the first and second parts from moving away from each other (column 2, 
lines 39-41). 

Claim 4, 5,10,15,1 9, 20, 22, 23: Ell'51 2 discloses a spigot (31 ) on the first part. 
The second part contains a spigot recess (30) (see Figure 2). The cover (32) is on the 
spigot (see Figure 2). 

Claim 7: The spigot has longitudinal slots (see Figure 2). 

Claim 8: The cover element has a larger diameter than the spigot (see Figure 2). 

Claim 9: The contact surface is arranged at the spigot recess (see Figure 2). 

Claim 1 1 : The first part contains a seating (31 ) and the second part is adapted to 
be placed on the first part (see Figure 2) (column 2, lines 31-41). 

Claim 12: The cover stops the withdrawal of the first part from the seating 
(column 2, lines 31-41). 

Claim 13-14: The device pivots about the seating. The first part has a guiding 
(slits on element 31 in Figure 2) for the second part. 

Claims 1, 4, 6, 21, 22 and 24-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Shannon et al. (US Patent 3,735,763). 

Claim 1 : Shannon'763 discloses a device that contains a first part (12) and a 
second part (14) that are connected together with a connecting device (16). The second 
part abuts the first part (see Figure 1). Further, the device contains a cover element (32) 
that is connected to the first part (shown in Figure 2) and disposed on the second part 
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so that movement of the second part away from the first part is blocked by the cover 
member (see Figure 2). 

Claim 4: The first part contains a spigot (28) and the second part contains a 
spigot recess (30). 

Claim 6: The cover is adapted for snap-action closure. 

Claim 21 : The cover element is seated on the first part with a film hinge (bend 
between 32 and 34). 

Claim 22: The cover element is fixable to the first part (see Figure 2). 

Claim 24: The cover element is fixable to the first part by a latching connection 
(32, 34). 

Claim 25: The cover element contains a coupling element (34) and the first part 
contains a corresponding coupling element (28). Transverse movement of the cover 
element relative to the first part is blocked by cooperation between the coupling 
elements (see Figures 1 and 2). 

Claim 26: The coupling elements (28, 34) cooperate in the form of a seating 
(opening in element 34) and a corresponding element that enters into the seating (28). 

Claim 27: The cover element (32) is movable relative to the first part. 

Claim 28-29: The cover element is separate from the first part and is fully fixed to 
the first part after being applied to the second part (see Figure 2). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LINDSEY BACHMAN whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-6208. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday 7:30 
am to 5 pm, and alternating Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jackie Ho can be reached on 571-272-4696. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Kevin T. Truong/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3734 

/L. B./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3734 



